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21 August 2018 @ 1900 CET

Meeting Minutes
Attending: 
Marika Jevbratt / Tomas Collins / Georgina Leedloharry / Hanna Tómasdóttir / Tim Walker / Nancy Spence / Maurice Cheng / David Slater / Laura Lee Kamppila / Patrick O’Byrne / Dimitri Boulenger / Nejč Mikic / Lluis Miguel Horta / Evangelos Scotiniotis / Ben Katz

	
	Item
	Action
	Due

	1
	Welcome
· MJ welcomed everyone to the meeting
	
	

	2
	Update on Board actions since last Meeting
· MJ advised on recent events such as meeting in London
· PROMs pilot report will be available from mid-September showing data from the pilot countries in Europe. The data can be shared with governments etc.
· Website work continuing. MJ noted the great commitment towards information sharing and communication and collaboration.  Information needed on country’s regulation and situation was requested.  HT talked about website hosting.
· Upcoming Autumn General Meeting in London is in October not September as erroneously referenced in the Meeting agenda
· AGM will be in Slovenia
· It was noted that website won’t be able to be accessed for next 4 weeks. 
· Board to investigate collaborative working to be introduced on website “workboards” for projects and working groups.  Eg host platform “asana.com” or “Trello.com”
· It was requested that the email list was updated for the newsletter.  GL will check address list via email, and facebook.   
· Notice for meetings should be addressed in a separate email, a calendar invite and facebook.
· Request for information in the newsletter should be highlighted more clearly
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	3
	Discussion: what are the key stages of recognition, and where are we with them country by country?
· Scandinavia (Norway, Denmark and Sweden) – the law is for either “authorised health personnel” or “alternative practitioner”. In Norway, osteopathy is alternative medicine, but progress is being towards being “health personnel”. This would put osteopathy in the same position as physiotherapists, doctors, etc. The strong connection between Norway, Denmark and Sweden means that what happens in one country will influence the outcomes in other countries. As alternative practitioners, there is not the requirement to pay VAT.  The trend is towards being authorised as a health personnel.  Insurance is available.  
· Finland Osteopaths have protected title.  There is change in law so that only “licensed health care” professionals will be able to practice and there is competition to get such status. Finnish association are working on central government ‘Digital repository’ (centralised patient database) which makes things easier.  Efforts are being made so that “Osteopaths” can use their title in their own right, not as “rehabilitation professionals who happen to be osteopath”.  Education for massage therapy is being changed to a 3-year programme so likely they will become licensed.  Ironically,  Osteopaths are teaching massage therapists and physiotherapists.  Since 1994 there has not been a single complaint, so it is believed supervision is not required.  Audit process ongoing in schools.
· CEN audits of schools was discussed.  They are carried out to a very high standard with timeframes given to any improvement needed to get academic accreditation.  Certified standard to ensure that school is fit to run to ensure high quality students or a specific standard.  It is run by Austrian Standards Institute, there is also a CEN element to the Audit.  The standard is European so transferable between European countries.
· CEN sets a standard for training and practice.  It doesn’t test students but the school.  It is a voluntary set of standards intended for guidance rather than enforcement.
· There was a discussion around what recognition “by whom and for what” – eg insurance companies, professional bodies.  Recognition doesn’t have formal standing.  Legislation leads to protected titles.  Authorisation is like recognition and may involve legislation.  Regulation is a system that does different things – education, register, etc.  It can be voluntary or statutory.  Cultural issues influence this, so this needs to be taken into consideration when considering terminology.
· Spain There has been a health ministry move to apply for a CEN ‘A-deviation’ after the standard was published following a claim from Physiotherapy which is being challenged.  Proposal from Ministry of Health to support physiotherapists and restricting osteopathy, this has been responded to and awaiting reply.  This is a Spanish issue but could impact European countries.
· It was agreed that EFFO contacted Austrian Standards Institute to get advice on whether deviations can be introduced after the publication of a standard, as has happened in Spain. Luis agreed to send information to Marika for immediate follow up with Peter Jonas.
· Cyprus standardisation committee has been approached about CEN standards, this is part of Cypriot government.  MPs can try to remove items from standard but can’t change it.  The Bill has passed through Ministry of Health and is going to General Attorney’s office.  Provision is made to use standard for members.  Osteopathic Council in Cyrus to be formed within framework of law.
· Israel Is looking to become self-regulated using standards from EFFO, and when fully functional then will go to government.  School is teaching Osteopathy and it is being considered to have CEN standard at this school.
· The problem of online courses was discussed – how they are sold fast-track (1yr – 1.5yrs) eg NUMS (National University of Medical Sciences) run from Sri Lanka / Canada.  There is a lack of awareness from individuals that to become Osteopaths is longer and the regulation will ensure on-line qualifications aren’t recognised.
· Canada Regulation is pending for Quebec.  The other 9 provinces and 3 territories are not currently actively working on regulation.  The school owned by Pourgol in Canada presents problems not just in Canada but also in Europe and other countries, and it is now also operating in USA.  The CFO is continuing its work towards a National Standard based on CEN document. Quebec will accept Type I and Type 2 educated.  
· Slovenia Osteopathy does not officially exist in Slovenia. Other health professionals will be able to do osteopathy.  Will need to fulfil CEN standard.  There is not a school in Slovenia, so Osteopathy can’t be a recognised health profession.
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	4
	The Danish journey to regulation: presentation and Q&A
· Hanna gave an update of progress in Denmark over the last 5 years. There was an initial proposal that Osteopathy should be a sub-division of Physiotherapy and this was rejected.  
· An application was sent to Ministry of Health, which started a process of knowledge of learning of CEN, political situation etc.  
· In 2015 the strategy was changed, and all MPs were written to with follow-up campaigns and pressure was levied on politicians.  It was this step that brought about the change.
· The politicians unanimously voted to authorise osteopathy from 1 July, 2018.
· There are currently no schools in Denmark but because almost all Osteopaths fully complying to CEN standard, this doesn’t present a problem.
· Current issue is how to recruit and evaluate osteopaths, but a consulting forum is being set up consisting of 5-6 people.
· Now regulated, Denmark is in implementation phase, this process is under consideration.
· Hanna thanked Tim, Maurice and Charles Hunt for their support.
· Marika thanked Hanna for all her efforts to achieve regulated status in Denmark.
· Hanna offered to support other countries with any questions that may arise.
	
	

	5
	Bringing the strategic plan to life
· It was agreed to discuss this at the AGM
	
	

	6
	Autumn Members Meeting: 11 October 2018 @ London / Agenda suggestions
· Strategic plan
· Deep dive into CEN / CEN revision – and how it sits with WHO definitions and Type 1 and Type 2 Regulation 
· Certifying standards
· Invite Charles Hunt – WHO Benchmark revision
· Recognition surgery
· The timing of the meeting is tbc – but likely to be morning.
	
	

	7
	Close
· Marika thanked attendees and those who had sent comments for a constructive debate.  She acknowledged how the team is collaborating and offered support where she could.
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